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Abstract— In linguistic studies, we understand that reality
only exists for human when it is named, that is, linguistic signs
are ways of understanding and capturing reality. We can only
see/perceive/understand of the World what we can name. In
short, language organizes the world. The present study analyzes
the complex scenario of global linguistic dominance, with
emphasis on the disparities between the most widely spoken and
marginalized languages. The 17" witnessed the surge of the
industrial revolution , which augmented Britain’s economic and
military prowess, ushering in its era as a global hegemon and
the “Empire on which the sun never sets” (Allen, 2017) . Through
a literature review and analysis of qualitative data, we seek to
understand the Impact to the historical, political, economic,
cultural and education factors that contribute to the
concentration of linguistic power in a limited number of
languages. In addition, the work discusses the implications of this
dominance for linguistic diversity cultural identity and access to
information.

Keywords— Global Language Dominance , Local
Language Preservation, Linguistic Policy, Multilingual
Education, Economic Impact, Cultural Identity

I. INTRODUCTION

Dominance of the Global languages highlights a complex
interplay between their role as tools for international
connectivity and the risk they pose to local languages
facilitate communication , trade, and diplomacy, creating
opportunities for collaboration and innovation. However, their
widespread use often marginalizes minority languages,
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leading to linguistic inequality and the erosion of cultural
identity.

This dynamic underscores the important of finding a
balance where global languages coexist with local language .
preserving linguistic diversity in a globalized world. A
balanced approach ensures that the benefits of global
languages do not overshadow the need to protect local
identities, enabling equitable access to global opportunities
without compromising cultural and linguistic richness.

Efforts to achieve this balance require strategies that
integrate globalization with the preservation of local
languages, promoting multilingualism and linguistic
inclusivity. By doing so, we can create a globally connected
society that values and sustains its cultural diversity.

The article evaluates the phenomenon of global language
dominance by highlighting its impact across various aspect.
The dominance of global languages, such as English, is often
seen as a vital tool for connecting in field like trade,
technology, education, and diplomacy. The future course of
English dominance will influence by variety of complex
global issues, including economic, technical, political,
educational, and cultural elements. The resuscitation of
minority and regional languages via localization and cultural
movements has the potential to rejuvenate these languages
(Pennycook,2017).
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As global languages spread trough globalization and
digital technologies, local languages fac e the threat of
extinction. This endangers the cultural the cultural heritage
they carry, reducing the word’s linguistic diversity .
Moreover, the dominance of global languages often excludes
non-speaker, creating barriers in education and economic
opportunities, which perpetuates inequ alities.

The crisis lies in the imbalance between the benefits of
global language dominance and the need to preserve linguistic
and culture diversity. Addressing this issue requires strategies
to promote multilingualism, integrate local languages into
global platforms, and recognize the value of minority
languages in sustaining cultural richness. Without such efforts,
the growth of global languages may come at the cost of erasing
invaluable aspects of human heritage.

Il. METHOD

This study adopts a qualitative approach with descriptive-
analytical method to examine the balance between global
language dominance and local languages preservation. The
research process begins data collection, which includes a
comprehensive like literature review to gather theoretical
foundations and practical insights from academic journals,
books, policy reports and relevant articles. Simultaneously , In-
depth Interviews; are conducted with linguists, policymaker,
and education practitioner to explore their perspectives on
policies and best practices in managing linguistic diversity.
To strengthen the findings, case studies of countries
successfully maintaining a balance between global and local
language are analyzed.

To ensure reliability of findings, data triangulation is
employed by cross-verifying information obtained from
interviews, literature reviews, and case studies. This step
enhances the credibility and validity of the research outcomes.
Finally, the insights derives from the analysis are synthesized
into actionable policy recommendations and practical
strategies aimed at achieving a sustainable balance between
global language preservation. This interconnect ed
methodology ensures a holistic understanding of the research
problem.

I1l. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

After describing the things behind the research, research
theories, and research methods used, this chapter describes the
results of the research and also the discussion. In this section,
we will present the results of the research in accordance with
the title of Research on Global Language Dominance on
Language Balance that has been obtained during the research.
According to the citation of the interview with HPR, Linguist
Dr. Salikoko Mufwene of the University of Chicago cautioned
defining globalization must be understood on the local level
and not simply as a universal phenomenon. Similarly
Mufwene argued that globalization does not mean the
implosion of English-only, instead, it can refer to the
imposition of different language in various context of the
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particular conditions and environment of the specific ecology.
In the human terms, these ecological factor are largely
economic. They allow population to operate viably in some
languages and not in others.

Still, as Dr. Jan Blommaert, linguist at Tilburg University
in the Netherlands, told the HPR , Small-scale studies are
actually the key to understanding the impact of globalization,
studying the language that people actually speak at home,
rather than the languages that people use in transactions
outside of their communities, can actually reveal the creative
ways in which people their native languages.

This study that dominance of global languages, such as
English, is not solely the result of single factor but is influence
by the complex interaction between history, politics, economy,
culture and Education . The main finding from the data
analysis are as follows:

1. Historic Influence

Colonialism played a significant role in the spread of
global language. Colonial power introduce their languages as
the primary languages in the territories they controlled.
Several colonial power played a significant role in the spread
global language English, Spanish and French. Here some of
mayor colonial powers and their impact on global language
distribution such United Kingdom (English), the British
Empire, at height, controlled vast territories across Africa,
Asia, North America, and the Pacific. English became a global
language of trade, diplomacy, and education, with many
former colonies continuing to use it as an official or second
language. Spain (Spanish Empire colonized much of Latin
America, the Philippines, and parts of the Caribbean. Spanish
is still widely spoken across these regions and remains one of
the mos spoken language in the word. France (French)
established colonies in Africa, the Caribbean, Southeast Asia,
and Pacific, French is still spoken in many of is former
colonies, and it remains an official language in many
international organizations, such as the United Nations.
Portugal (Portugues) colonial empire in South America
(Especially Brazil) , Africa, and Asia spread Portugues, which,
remain the official language in several countries, including
Brazil, Angola, Mozambique, Portugal and Timor Leste. The
Netherlands (Ducht) Empire colonies, particularly | southeast
Asia (Indonesia), the Carribbean, and parts of Africa, spread
the use of ducth, which is still spoken in the Netherlands and
its former colonies.

TABLE I. PROPORTION OF WEB PAGES IN DIFFERENT LANGUAGES
(2024) INTERPRETATION

No. Languages Presentation Ratio (%)
1. English 55%
2. Mandarin 19%
3. Spanish 8%




4, Arabic 5%

5. Others 13%

Resource: Lingua Franca. 2024

Language Distribution on Web Pages
Arabic

Other Languages Spanish

5.0%
13.0% 8.0%

Mandarin

55.0%

English

The distributions of language on web pages reflects the
dynamic of globalization , economics, and technological
development, where each language plays a specific role base
on geographical and socio-cultural contexts. Below is an
analysis of the interconnectedness of the most widely used
languages on the web. This analysis of the language
distribution highlights the interconnectedness of global power,
history, and economic dynamics. English (55%) dominates
due to its role as a global language in business, technology,
and international communication. Mandarin (19%) reflects the
economic rise of China and its increasing global influence,
while Spanish (8%) represents the spread of culture and
economy in Latin America and the historical impact of
colonialism.

Arabic (5%) remains significant in the context of religion,
history, and politics in the Middle East and North Africa. The
remaining languages (13%) represent linguistic diversity
across various regions with smaller global communities, yet
still holding local or regional importance.

Overall, this distribution illustrates how languages evolve
in relation to the economic, political, and cultural influence of
major countries, alongside the historical and migration factors
that shape global communication patterns.

2. Political Influence

Government policies, such as the establishment of official
languages, contributed to the reinforcement of certain
dominant languages. Global language are often used as tools
of international diplomacy and symbols of national power.
International organization, such as United Nation (UN) and
European Union (EU), also use dominant languages,
strengthening their relevance on the global stage.

Country that use global languages like English gain
political advantages in education and international diplomacy.
Education in English opens access to the global labor market
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and strengthens their diplomatic position in International
forums. Countries with minority languages are often sidelined
in global political decision-making due to language
limitations. This worsens the political power imbalance
between developing countries. Dominance of English in
global media influence public  opinion and international
policies, often overlooking local perspectives that could shape
a country’s policy direction. Global languages also reinforce
the dominance of major countries in international trade
agreements, countries proficient in global languages have
easier access to economic opportunities and can influence
global policies.

Overall, and economic global languages dominance
facilities international interaction, it also exacerbates political
and economic imbalances between major countries and those
with more limited local languages.

TABLE IIl. OPPORTUNITIES USED ENGLISH LANGUAGES

Impact of Global Description Impact
Language (%)
Dominnace
Education and | English Speaking Countries have an 35%
Diplomacy advantage in globalEducation and
diplomacy
Marginalization of | Countries with minority languages 25%
Local Languages face political sidelining due to
language barriers
Media Influence on | English-languages media shapes 20%
political global opinions and international
Policies
Economic and trade | Countries proficient in global 20%
influence languages dominate international
trade agreements.

3. Economic Influence

The dominance of global languages, especially English,
play a significant role in the global economy. It serves as the
primary communication tool in international trade,
technological innovation, and foreign investments. However,
its also brings negative impact on equality and local cultures.
It can be seen in the table below to explain the positive and
negative impacts:

Aspect Positive Impact Negative Impact

Trade Facilitates International

Communication

Inequality of access for
non-native speakers

Domination of
developed countries in
Global Markets

Market Access Expand product reach to

global markets




Foreign
Investment

Attracts investors trough
easier communication

Developing countries
struggle to compete
without global
language skills

Technological Access to global research | Dependence on

Innovation and innovation developed countries
Local language | Promote cross-cultural | Marginalization of
and culture collaboration local languages and
cultural identity
Education Improves workforce skill High cost of language
education
Positively, global languages facilitate access to
international markets, attract investment, and drive

innovation. Negatively, this dominance can marginalize local
languages, increase inequality, and add the burden of global
language education costs. Therefore, a balance between
mastering global languages and preserving local identities is
essential for creating an inclusive and sustainable economy.

4. Cultural and Education Influence

Global media, such as film, music, and literature plays a
significant role in introducing and spreading dominant
languages. Hollywood, for example serves as a major vehicle
for the spread of English.

Local languages often lose their appeal among younger
generations, who are more attracted to global culture
expressed in dominant languages.

TABLE IV. IMPACT OF GLOBAL LANGUAGE DOMINANCE

Impact of Global Description Data
language Dominance (%)
Impact on Cultural | Global languages can reduce the | 40%
Identity diversity of local languages and

cultural identities
Decline in the use of | Local Languages that are rarely | 30%

used lead to the loss of traditional
culture

local Languages

Increased Cross- 20%

Cultural Commination

Global language  dominance
facilities International interaction
but can erode local Cultures

Cultural Adaption Countries communities adopt | 10%

global cultural elements to adapt

This table shows that global language dominance
significantly impact culture, primary reducing the diversity. Of
languages and altering cultural identity. However, most of its
effects leand towards the loss of local languages and changes
in cultural practices.
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The result show that these four variable are not
independent but mutually influence each other. Colonialism
(history) not only introduced the colonizers’ languages but
also brought political policies supporting their use. This was
then reinforced by the economic and cultural dominance of the
colonizers.

Linguistic diversity in threatened due to the focus on global
languages. Many local languages are on the verge of extinction
as younger generations prefer languages that offer economic
and social advantages. The -cultural identity of local
communities is also affected, as language is at the core of
cultural expression.

To mitigate the impact of global language dominance,
multilingual education is a potential solution. Digital
technology can also be utilized to promote local languages,
such as through language learning apps or social media
platforms. Additionally government policies should support
the preservation of local languages by strengthening their role
in education and daily life.

It is important to find a balance between adopting global
languages for international purpose and preserving local
languages as part of cultural identity. This requires
collaboration between government, international
organizations, and local communities.

The table below presenting qualitative results on global
language dominance requires care and attention to detail. The
complexity of the topic requires a clear and concise
organization of the data, using tables that facilitate
understanding and analysis.

TABLE V. MOST USED LANGUAGES IN SCIENTIFIC PUBLICATIONS
(2024)

Field of Knowledge Most Used Second Most Used
Language Language
Fig. 1. Exact Fig. 2. Enlgish Fig. 3. Chinese
Sciences
Fig. 4. Humanities Fig. 5. English Fig. 6. French
Fig. 7. Social Fig. 8. English Fig. 9. Spanish
Sciences

Resource: Lingua Franca, 2024

Base on the data show in the table 5. English is the
predominant language in all areas of knowledge, but the
second most used language varies according to the area,
reflecting the cultural and historical influence of each region.
The dominance of English in academic publishing reflects the
influence of economic globalization, making it the primary
lingua franca across various disciplines. This strengthens
research access to international networks and facilitates
knowledge sharing. Meanwhile, has emerged as a strong
competitor, driven by China’s economic rise nd advancements



in research, leading to more publications in the language.
French and Spanish , although not as prominent as English or
Mandarin, still play an important role in certain regions,
particularly in the field of humanities and social sciences.
Overall, while English dominates, it is crucial to maintain
linguistic diversity in  academic publishing to ensure
inclusivity and more equitable global access.

TABLE VI. GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION OF SPEAKERS OF THE 5
MOST SPOKEN LANGUAGES (2024)

Lingua Number of Speaker Continent with the Gretest
(Bilhdes) Presence
I Mandarim 2 1,1 Billions 3 Asia
[ Spanish 5 570 million 6 America, Europa
I English 8 590 million 9 America, Europe, Asia,
Africa, Oceania
I Hindi 11600 million 2 Asia
1® Arab 14310 million 15 Africa, Asia

Resurce: Lingua Franca, 2024

The distributions of language speaker reflects the interplay
of population size, historical influence, and globalization.
Mandarin and Hindi dominate regionally due to their large
population in Asia. Spanish and Arabic , shaped by
colonization and religion, spread a cross continents, with
Spanish prevalent in the Americas and Europe, while Arabic
connects Africa and Asia. English, as a global lingua Franca,
transcend regional boundaries due to historical colonization,
making it the most widely dispersed language. These
languages demonstrate how historical, cultural, and economic
factors shape their geographical reach and influence. You can
see in the graph below:

Geographical Distribution of the 5 Most Spoken Languages (2024)

10°

6 10°

Number of Speakers (in billions)

4x108

3x 108

Mandarin Hindi Arabic

Spanish

English
Languages
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The bar chart above shows the distribution of the five most
spoken languages in 2024, based on the number of speaker. As
the data varies significantly across the languages, a
logarithmic scale on the y-axis helps in making the
comparisons more meaningful.

I1l. CONCLUSIONS

Linguistic dominance is an ever-evolving field, and
constructing a definitive table is a complex challenge.
However, we can offer valuable analysis and insights into this
phenomenon.

Instead of a static table, we can provide:

1. An overview of the most dominant languages: English,
Mandarin, Spanish, French, Arabic, among others.

2. Impacts of linguistic dominance: Linguistic inequalities,
preservation of minority languages, and the importance of
linguistic diversity.

3. Linguistic dominance is a complex and multidimensional
phenomenon. It is not just about the number of speakers,
but involves a series of interconnected factors.

4. English still holds a prominent position as a global lingua
franca, but Mandarin is on the rise and other regional
languages are also gaining importance.

5. Globalization and technology accelerate changes in the
linguistic landscape, with the emergence of new digital
languages and the growing importance of multilingualism.

6. The preservation of linguistic diversity is fundamental for
the maintenance of cultural identity and for human
development.
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